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ABSTRACT

With the death of Genghis Khan, the great empire he founded was shared among his sons. Chagatai Khan established
dominance in almost all the regions of East and West Turkistan. Chagatai Khanate has a cosmopolitan structure in terms of
religious diversity. Chagatai Khan pursued a policy of exploitation in order to consolidate his dominance in these regions. In
1326, Tarmashirin Khan became the ruler of Chagatai Khanate and took the name Alaeddin after converting to Islam. With
Tarmashirin's adoption of Islam, trade and political relations between Islamic countries and Chagatai Khanate developed.
The fact that Tarmashirin had good relations with Islamic countries was not welcomed by some sections of the Mongolian
traditions and customs and they announced their allegiance to his uncle's son Buzun. The traditional Mongolian lords in
Yedisu and Dzungaria who wanted to revive the Chagatai Khanate, dethroned Tarmashirin and killed him. The turmoil and
instability following the killing of Tarmashirin Khan led all the way to the collapse of the khanate. As a result of the lack of
political unity, the Chagatai nation was divided into two. One was the settled Transoxiana, the majority of which was
Muslim, and the other was Mongolia, which maintained its equestrian-nomadic culture, adhering to Mongolian traditions
and customs.
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Cengiz Han’in 6liimii ile birlikte onun kurmus oldugu biiyiik imparatorluk ogullar1 arasinda pay edilmistir. Cagatay Han,
Dogu ve Bati Tirkistan’in hemen hemen biitin bolgelerinde hakimiyet kurmustur. Cagatay Hanlhigi dini gesitlilik
bakimindan kozmopolit bir yapiya sahiptir. Cagatay Han bu bolgelerde hakimiyetini saglamlastirmak maksadi ile istimalet
politikas1 giitmiistiir. 1326 tarihinde Tarmagirin Han Cagatay Hanligi’nin hiikimdarligina gegmis ve Misliimanlig1 kabul
ettikten sonra Aldeddin adin1 almistir. Tarmasirin’in Islamiyet’i kabul etmesi ile birlikte Islam iilkeleri ve Cagatay Hanlhig1
arasindaki ticari ve siyasi iliskiler gelisme gdstermistir. Tarmasirin’in Islam iilkeleri ile iyi iliskiler i¢inde olmas1 Mogol
gelenek ve goreneklerine bagli bazi kesimler tarafindan hos karsilanmamis ve Tarmasirin’in amcaoglu Blizun’a
baghiliklarini bildirmislerdir. Cagatay Hanligi’n1 yeniden canlandirmak isteyen gelenek¢i Yedisu ve Cungarya’da bulunan
Mogol beyleri Tarmagirin’i tahttan indirerek onu 6ldiirmiislerdir. Tarmagirin Han’1in 6ldiiriilmesi {izerine ¢ikan karigikliklar
ve istikrarsizlik hanligin ¢okiigiine kadar gitmistir. Siyasi bir birlikteligin olmamasi sonucu Cagatay ulusu ikiye ayrilmistir.
Birisi yerlesik ve halkin ¢ogunlugu Miisliman olan Maveraiinnehir, digeri ise Mogol gelenek ve goreneklerine bagli, atli-
gogebe kiiltiiriinii devam ettiren Mogolistan olmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cagatay Han, Tarmasirin, Islam, Mogol, gelenek, gorenek
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1. INTRODUCTION

With the death of Genghis Khan, the great empire he founded was shared among his sons. Chagatai, the
second son of Genghis Khan, inherited from his father strategically important lands such as Issyk-Kul,
together with Ili river's basin, located to the southeast of Lake Balkhash, and Talas and Chu!. Chagatai
Khan extended his rule to almost everywhere in eastern and western Turkistan, and in order to reinforce his
rule, he pursued a policy of exploitation without doing any harm to the local people. The lands of his rule
were also home to a multitude of religious beliefs. The communities in Transoxiana were leading a settled
life and they had adopted the religion and culture of Islam. The nomadic communities who had mostly
adopted the Mongolian culture, were mostly Shamans. There were also adopters of other religions such as
Nestorianism and Budism in the lands of the Chagatai Khanate. This led to a cosmopolitan structure in the
Chagatai Khanate in terms of religious diversity?. When Chagatai Khan died in 1242, his son Qara Hiilegii
Khan came to rule the Chagatai Khanate, which he did until 1251. After Qara Hiilegii, his wife Doquz
Khatun® ruled the Chagatai Khanate until 1261. Then Baraq Khan ruled between 1266-1271, Duwa Khan
ruled between 1282-1306, and after him, Kebek Khan ruled between 1318-1326* Short rules by Eljigidey
and Duwa Temiir Khans followed Kebek Khan and after them, Tarmashirin Khan took the rule of Chagatai
Khanate in 1326. He then adopted Islam and the name of Alaeddin®.

2. TARMASHIRIN KHAN

Tarmashirin was Duwa Khan's son. Following Mubarak Shah and Baraq Khan, he was the third Muslim
ruler who became a khan in the Chagatai lineage. It was in his time when the Chagatai Khanate completely
converted to Islam. Tarmashirin Khan was the ruler who had adopted the Islamic culture and civilization
the most as compared to other Muslim rulers. This would surely bring trouble to Tarmashirin in the long
term. The traditionalist Mongolian rulers reacted negatively to Tarmashirin's thorough adoption of Islamic
culture and civilization and instilling this in his community, on the grounds that he was moving away from
primeval Mongolian tradition®.

Tarmashirin's era was a period of critical developments. There were few political activities, but there were
prominent domestic problems. The Khan was dealing with conquests, domestic turmoil and traditional
Mongolian rulers' attacks at the same time. After Tarmashirin Khan adopted Islam, he wanted to establish
an alliance with the Delhi Turkish Sultanate, then ruled by Muhammad bin Tughlug, a Muslim like
himself, against the Ilhanli State’. Muhammad bin Tughlug did not cooperate, and shortly after,
Tarmashirin arranged to plunder and attack India in 1327, which advanced as far as the gates of Delhi. At
this point, some sources cite this process to have ended when Tarmashirin, after receiving a very large
amount of tribute, pardoned Muhammad bin Tughlug and withdrew, and some sources indicate that Delhi
Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlugq drew Tarmashirin back. Whatever the outcome, an army expedition so
large was a clear indication of the power of Tarmashirin Khan's army?.

During this time, Ibn Battuta, the most renowned traveler in the Middle Ages, paid a visit to Tarmashirin
Khan. Tarmashirin hosted Ibn Battuta in his own pavilion during winter and when he met the traveler, he
greeted him in Turkish: “Hog misen, yahsi misen? Kutli, eyii sen!” (Are you feeling well and doing good,
you blessed and fair man!)®. After this greeting, he left for his council to listen to his people's complaints.
Tarmashirin had an ear for complaints from everyone in his rule, whether it be young or old, female or
male, poor or rich. When he was finished, he then summoned the traveler. The traveler then, in the Sultan's
presence, recorded everything that he saw. "l saw him sitting at a pedestal which looked like a mimbar,
furnished with silk cloth embroidered in gold glitter. The inside of his pavilion was enveloped in glittered
silk. Next to the Sultan was hanging a crown, which looked like it was made from ruby and jewels. Sitting
right and left to him were his highest ranking commanders. The younger members of the dynasty were
standing at the front, with hand fans in their hands. The pavilion's gate was occupied by the naib, vizier,
hacib and a sealer. They called the sealer altamga. When | entered the pavilion, | was escorted to the

! René Grousset, Stepler Imparatorlugu: Attild, Cengiz Han, Timur, Trans. Halil Inalcik, TTK Yayinlar, Ankara 2015, p. 332.

2 peter B. Golden, Tiirk Halklar Tarihine Giris, Trans. Osman Karatay, Karam Yayinlari, Corum 2006, p. 358.

% See Doquz Khatun.

4 Zeki Velidi Togan, Umumi Tiirk Tarihi'ne Giris, Enderun Kitabevi, Istanbul 1981, p. 63.

® {smail Aka, Timur ve Devleti, TTK Yayinlari, Ankara 2014, p. 5.

6 Mustafa Kafah, Cagatay Hanhg (1227-1345), Berikan Yaymevi, Ankara 2005, p. 135.

"Abdiilkadir Yuvali, “Cagatay Hanlig1”, TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi, VI, 1993, p. 178; Kafah, Ibid., p. 136.

8 Grousset, Ibid., p. 346.

® Charles Frangois Defrémery - Beniamino Raffaello Sanguinetti, Voyages d' Ibn Battuta, III, Paris 1855, p. 33; Ibn Battita Ebi Abdullah
Muhammed b. Abdullah b. Muhammed b. Ibrahim Levati Tanci, [bn Battiita Seyahatnamesi, Trans. A. Sait Aykut, Yap1 Kredi Yaymlari, 1, Istanbul
2010, p. 532.
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Sultan's presence by these four people. | greeted the Sultan. Sultan Tarmashirin asked me guestions about
Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem, Damascus, Egypt, and Iraq and those who ruled these locations, which |
answered. After the adhan for noon prayer we left the pavilion for salaah, and | prayed next to the Sultan®®.
It was a tough and cold winter, but the Sultan never left his community in morning and evening salaahs. He
also stayed in the mosque from morning prayer till sunrise and he prayed in Turkish. He greeted every
person separately in the mosque and he was sincere and kind to them. He offered raisins and dates,
previously presented to him, to others by his own hand**.

As cited by al-Omari, when Tarmashirin adopted Islam, commercial and political relations between Islamic
countries and Chagatai Khanate started to improve. This led to an economic growth for the Chagatai
Khanate and increased welfare for its people!?. However, Tarmashirin's good relations with Islamic
countries were not welcomed by some other communities. Some communities, which were living by
Mongolian traditions, thought that Tarmashirin Khan was diverging from his true traditions, and that he
had to be dethroned and punished®. On the other hand, the fact that Tarmashirin changed his name to
Alaeddin was welcomed very well in Transoxiana, which was predominantly Muslim, but this was
otherwise in Issyk-Kul and Ili where people lived by Genghis Khan's tradition. This led to an uprising by
traditionalists against Tarmashirin®.

There are few sources available for the era of Tarmashirin Khan, but the Arab traveler and historian Ibn
Battuta visited him during this time and recorded much valuable information first hand. According to the
traveler, the Mongolians had a yearly council which they called toy. Participants of this council were
Genghis' successors, ameers (ranking rulers), elite individuals and commanders. Tarmashirin Khan was
aware that these participants were secretly plotting against him. Hence the Khan did not invite those with
sinister intentions to this assembly, in an attempt to prove himself right®®. This led to conflict between
Transoxiana, the center of the Chagatai Khanate, and Almalig?®®, where there was a dominant Mongolian
culture. In an attempt to intimidate the traditionalist Mongolian side, Tarmashirin stationed his son,
Jelaleddin Sanjar, in Samarkand in the hopes of gaining some control over the city of Almalig.
Nonetheless, this would not save him from harm?’.

It was a tradition'® for Chagatai khans to go to the city of Almalig every year, which was located in the
east, close to China. This was because this location was sacred to Mongolians and a pilgrimage to them, to
enable them to refresh their beliefs and their commitment to their own Mongolian culture and traditions.
Tarmashirin had not visited the city of Almalig for four years'®. This led the traditionalist Mongolians to
believe and state that Tarmashirin deviated too much from Mongolian roots and he was now not fit to rule
Chagatai Khanate, after which they declared loyalty to Buzun., Tarmashirin's cousin (uncle's son). Their
intent was clear. The traditionalists wanted to see a leader, who was committed to the Mongolian culture
and traditions, ruling the Chagatai Khanate. So they were intending to dethrone Tarmashirin, and then
make Buzun, a traditionalist like themselves, the ruler. Indeed Buzun was also a Muslim, but the actual
opposition to Tarmashirin came from Tarmashirin's defiance of the rules of Genghis, his ancestor. After the
homage by people, Buzun immediately started taking action to grab the Chagatai throne. Having been
informed of this, Tarmashirin thought that his commanders were going to kill him, and so he set off on the
road to go to his secret friend, the Ghaznavid governor Buruntayh. While the Sultan took the Belh road
after passing Amu Darya, one of the men among Yanki, the son to Kebek Khan, saw the Sultan and
immediately informed Yanki. Yanki then wasted no time in capturing and imprisoning his uncle®.
Meanwhile Buzun captured Samarkand and Bukhara. Yanki then extradited Tarmashirin Khan to Buzun?.
Up until that point Islam had rather quickly spread in the Chagatai Khanate, thanks to support from
Tarmashirin, but traditionalist Mongolian rulers in Yedisu and Dzungaria who wanted to revive the

10 {bn Battiita, lbid., p. 533.

1 Defrémery, Sanguinetti, lbid., p. 36.

2y, V. Barthold, Orta-Asya Tiirk Tarihi Hakkanda Dersler, Trans. Ragip Hulusi Ozdem, Yay. Haz. Kazim Yasar Kopraman, Ismail Aka, TTK
Yaynlari, Ankara 2013, p. 171.

1 Yuval, ag.m., p. 178; Kafali, Ibid., p. 136.

14 Grousset, Ibid., p. 346.

15 Barthold, Ibid., p. 171; ibn Battita, Ibid., p. 535.

16 A historical city located to the northwest of today's Kulca in Turkistan. The city's existence was documented in the early 13th century, and it was
referred to by the name "Almalik". See Emel Esin, “Almalig”, TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi, |1, 1989, p. 506.

1 Kafal, Ibid., p. 136.

18 Defrémery, Sanguinetti, lbid., p. 41.

® Barthold, Ibid., p. 171.

2 Defrémery, Sanguinetti, Ibid., p. 41-42.

2! {bn Battita, lbid., p. 535-536.
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Chagatai Khanate dethroned and then killed Tarmashirin. This led to turmoil in the Chagatai Khanate,
which then led to 30 years of chaos for the country?2.,

The turmoil and instability following the killing of Tarmashirin Khan led all the way to the collapse of the
khanate. The political, social and economical relations between the nomadic and settled communities in the
western lands practically removed the borders between countries, that is between nomadic and settled
communities. This gradually destabilized the Chagatai community?. A lack of political unity split the
Chagatai community into two parts. One was the settled Transoxiana, the majority of which was Muslim,
and the other was Mongolia, which maintained its equestrian-nomadic culture, adhering to Mongolian
traditions and customs?.,

3. CONCLUSION

With the death of Genghis Khan, the great empire he founded was shared among his sons. Chagatai, the
second son of Genghis Khan, extended his rule to almost everywhere in eastern and western Turkistan. In
order to reinforce his rule, he pursued a policy of exploitation. There are few sources available for the era
of Tarmashirin Khan, but the Arab traveler and historian Ibn Battuta visited him during this time and
recorded much valuable information first hand. The communities in Transoxiana were leading a settled life
and they had adopted the religion and culture of Islam. The nomadic communities who had mostly adopted
the Mongolian culture, were members of religions such as Shamanism, Nestorianism and Budhism. This
led to a cosmopolitan structure in the Chagatai Khanate in terms of religious diversity. In 1326,
Tarmashirin Khan became the ruler of Chagatai Khanate and took the name Alaeddin after converting to
Islam. This led to a complete conversion of Islam in Chagatai Khanate. The traditionalist Mongolian rulers
reacted negatively to Tarmashirin's thorough adoption of Islamic culture and civilization and instilling this
in his community, on the grounds that he was moving away from primeval Mongolian tradition. The Khan
was dealing with conquests, domestic turmoil and traditional Mongolian rulers' attacks at the same time.
After Tarmashirin Khan adopted Islam, he wanted to establish an alliance with the Delhi Turkish Sultanate,
then ruled by Muhammad bin Tughlug, a Muslim like himself, against the llhanli State. Muhammad bin
Tughlug did not cooperate, and shortly after, Tarmashirin arranged to plunder and attack India in 1327,
which advanced as far as the gates of Delhi. As cited by al-Omari, when Tarmashirin adopted Islam,
commercial and political relations between Islamic countries and Chagatai Khanate started to improve.
This led to an economic growth for the Chagatai Khanate and increased welfare for its people. However,
Tarmashirin's good relations with Islamic countries were not welcomed by some other communities. Some
communities, which were living by Mongolian traditions, thought that Tarmashirin Khan was diverging
from his true traditions, and that he had to be dethroned and punished. This led the traditionalist
Mongolians to believe and state that Tarmashirin was now not fit to rule Chagatai Khanate, after which
they declared loyalty to Buzun, Tarmashirin's cousin (uncle's son). After the homage by people, Buzun
immediately started taking action to grab the Chagatai throne. When Tarmashirin was informed of this he
set out on the road to go to his secret friend, the Ghaznavid governor Buruntayh. While the Sultan took the
Belh road after passing Amu Darya, one of the men among Yanki, the son to Kebek Khan, saw the Sultan
and immediately informed Yanki. Yanki then wasted no time in capturing and imprisoning his uncle.
Meanwhile Buzun captured Samarkand and Bukhara. Yanki then extradited Tarmashirin Khan to Buzun.
Up until that point Islam had rather quickly spread in the Chagatai Khanate, thanks to support from
Tarmashirin, but traditionalist Mongolian rulers in Yedisu and Dzungaria who wanted to revive the
Chagatai Khanate dethroned and then killed Tarmashirin. This led to turmoil in the Chagatai Khanate,
which then led to 30 years of chaos for the country. The turmoil and instability following the killing of
Tarmashirin Khan led all the way to the collapse of the khanate. A lack of political unity split the Chagatai
community into two parts. One was the settled Transoxiana, the majority of which was Muslim, and the
other was Mongolia, which maintained its equestrian-nomadic culture, adhering to Mongolian traditions
and customs.

2 yyvali, ag.m., p. 178.
2 Golden, Ibid., p. 359.
2 yuval, ag.m., p. 178.
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